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by Stephen Watts

Recently I have been studying Joshua, one of my

favorite books of the Bible. It is the second time I
have done a deep dive into this amazing story. The
first time I studied it I was blown away by the
faithfulness of the Lord, Joshua, and Caleb. This is
the obvious overarching theme of the book, a
timeless and wonderful truth. However, this time
one of my biggest takeaways has been much more
subtle and it is contained at the end of the story. It
serves as a caution to the Israelites and to us. The
Israelites are slowly getting settled into the promised
land and are finally experiencing the rest God
assured them...at least some of the tribes are.

The Lord’s Commands

In chapters 15 and 16, we see that certain tribes of
Israel have not completely followed the Lord’s
commands. The Lord wanted all the Canaanites
removed from the land. The Lord knew if the
Canaanites remained that the Israelites would be
tempted to follow their gods. The Israelites thought
they knew better than the Lord. Rather than
conquering the Canaanites, they decided they would
make them forced laborers. The Israelites believed
they could use the Canaanites for their benefit and
profit from their labor. The lie they told themselves
ended up causing the fall of Israel during the time of
Judges. The descendents of the Canaanites are the
very ones that helped Israel’s enemies overthrow
them.

Our Compromises

As I read this story, I was reminded at how often
and easily I make compromises with the Lord.
Rather than following the Lord’s ways and receiving
His rest, I try to clean up the mess I make.
Thankfully His grace is sufficient to help me clean it
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up, but it would be so much easier if I just followed
Him the first time. Another important truth I have
learned is how I let my negative thoughts and lies
defeat me. We all have an eternal dialogue taking
place in our minds throughout the day. What does
your dialogue sound like? Is it pure, beautiful, and
true (Philippians 4:8)? Or is it telling you that you
are not capable in the workplace or inadequate to
lead your family? If it is a lie, we are letting the
“Canaanites” camp out in the promised land. The
enemy is taking a foothold in the land he doesn’t
belong.

Conquering Our Thoughts

I recently started an experiment and placed an app
called “60/60” on my phone. Every hour a different
scripture verse is revealed. It is designed for me to
reframe my internal dialogue and to remember two
important truths. First, ’'m an heir to the King of
Kings because of Jesus, my Savior. Second, I can do
nothing apart from Jesus unless I abide in Him (John
15:4). Therefore, I will abide in him the next hour
and receive His rest (Matthew 11:28). Let’s conquer
these “Canaanite” thoughts once and for all. They
have no place in the Lord’s Army or the airlines.

""We destroy argwments and every
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This article was written by Stephen Watts. Stephen is a Captam
with Delta Air Lines and also serves on our FCAP Board of
Directors.
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even there Your hand will guide me,Your strength will support me.”
Psalm 139:9-10

This webinar was offered during the month
of August and was well received. If you
were not able to join us then, the same
webinar will be conducted again on

Tuesday, September 13

11am-12pm EDT

Mark Your Calendars
and join us!

Speaker
Jake Joseph
General Director FCAP

S \_ o _REGISTER

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES Are you searching for

answers to questions
PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP

FOR MEN FOR WOMEN about
Tuesday, September 13 & 27 Tuesday, September 6 & 20
9:30 am ET 9:30 am ET

ENGAGING IN PRAYER
(For One Another and Our Industry)

Thursday, September 8
9:30 am ET

Sign-information for
our Prayer and Fellowship times on Zoom:

LINK for using computer for video
Meeting ID: 7704619320
Password: fcap1234

By phone, dial into meeting for
audio only.
+1 646 876 9923 US
Meeting ID: 7704619320
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